Room 3.20
3rd Floor

11am – 12 noon
Palestine Solidarity - Building a campaign against Sodastream 

Soda Club is an Israeli company which is expanding worldwide. It has premises on the Mishor Adumim settlement industrial zone in the West Bank. Its expansion is being used as a pretext for the eviction of neighbouring Palestinian Bedouin communities.  The company has recently opened a shop in Brighton and its product are sold across the UK. This workshop aims to discuss starting a concerted campaign against Soda Club in line with the Palestinian civil society call for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions against Israeli apartheid, occupation and militarism.

Organised by: Corporate Watch (www.corporatewatch.org) 

12 noon – 1pm

Self-Managed Spaces: Saint-Imier and Beyond

What do anarchists do well and do badly when it comes to ‘self-managed’ spaces? Behind-the-scenes work at this Summer's gathering in Saint-Imier, attended by some 3,000 anarchists, was a feat of organisation, mostly on the part of the French Anarchist Federation and the Swiss Organisation of Libertarian Socialists. Could we have done more for ourselves, especially given that some serious problems occurred? The AF asks for your ideas and responses to anti-authoritarian ways of ‘self-organising’, in good times and times at points of crisis, and invite the Bookfair organisers to share their experiences and suggestions too.

Organised by: Anarchist Federation (www.afed.org.uk)

1pm – 2pm

Immigration profiteers 

Immigration controls serve as a means of social control by restricting people's movement. Yet they are often managed on behalf of the state by a handful of multinational corporations and their subcontractors, who make huge profits while compounding the everyday suffering of migrants. From coach companies, airlines, charities and service providers, to immigration prisons and private security guards, this workshop will profile these immigration profiteers, the existing campaigns against them, and what else can be done to stop them.

Organised by: Corporate Watch (www.corporatewatch.org)

2pm – 3pm

The International of Anarchist Federations: Solidarity with Imprisoned Belorussain Comrades.

In 2011 five Belorussian anarchists; Ihar Alinevich, Mikalai Dziadok, Artsiom Prakapenka, Pavel Syramolatau, Aliaksandr Frantskievich and another activist Jauhen Vas’kovich were incarcerated for supposed involvement in actions including participation in an illegal anti-militarist demonstration, physical attacks on symbols of capitalism, an attack on a KGB headquarters and hacking into government websites. They have been sentenced to different terms varying from 3 to 8 years in prison. Actions took place in protest on September 23 at Belorussian embassies internationally. 

Organised by: The International of Anarchist Federations (www.anarchy.no/ifa.html) and Belorussian ABC (http://abc-belarus.org/?p=326&lang=en) 
3pm – 4pm

Why do we call ourselves Class Struggle Anarchists?

In some anarchist circles the term “class struggle” is seen as outdated and boring. “Oh, you are so old fashioned” or “we don’t like to divide ourselves with terms like class struggle” are just a couple of quotes from people who don’t understand or accept the definition. Are they scared of the words, or do they just not understand what is meant by it? Is the reaction a class or cultural thing? Members of Anarchist Federation, Solidarity Federation and IWW will explain what we mean by “class struggle”, why it is still important in today’s society and then open up the debate with those present.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair Collective

Speakers from: Solidarity Federation, Anarchist Federation, IWW

4pm – 5pm

Privilege Theory: Thinking about Minorities and Inequalities

The British anarchist movement remains largely white and male-dominated. It arguably pays lip-service to LGBTQ and other issues around equal access and participation. Only our movement can change itself, but are we capable of moving beyond tokenism and the 'other oppressions' clauses in our aims and principles?  In an attempt to learn from other movements about inequality, and about the interactions between struggles, the AF has been examining 'privilege theory' as a new starting point. We would value your thoughts and experiences too. Contact us in advance for a discussion document on Privilege Theory if you like (but not essential!).

Organised by: Anarchist Federation (www.afed.org.uk)

5pm – 6pm

The politics of technology today: building resistance 

 For the last 250 years technology has been a key driving force in the capitalist economy, yet radical movements rarely pay it sufficient attention. Technology has its own ideology and system of domination, technocracy, which influences capitalist, social and economic relations just as much as it is influenced by them. Luddism is not an anti-technology movement, but rather an anti-technocracy movement that is almost unique in opposing both technocracy and capitalism. The aim of the workshop is to encourage critical thinking about the role of technology in our lives and campaigns, including geoengineering and synthetic biology. 

Organised by: Corporate Watch and Luddites200 (www.luddites200.org.uk)

